
 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library  

&  

Penguin Random House 

 

How Our Partnership Works 



Penguin Random House Children’s:  Who Are We? 



PRHC Imprints 



DPIL Authors 

Allan Ahlberg Quentin Blake 



Beatrix Potter Raymond Briggs 

DPIL Authors 

Eric Hill 



Nick Sharratt Pippa Goodhart 

DPIL Authors 



Sophy Henn Will Mabbitt 

DPIL Authors 



What do we look for when selecting the shortlist? 



DPIL 2018 Programme Overview 



DPIL 2018 Programme Overview 



DPIL 2018 Programme Overview 



DPIL 2019 Programme:  A selection has been made! 



What Happens Once the Programme Has Been Selected? 

• Sales will fill in a cost request form 
for each separate title and send 
through to production.  

 
• Sales will price up each title and 

send list to DPIL 
 
• Editorial will approach each 

author/agent to gain approval for 
the deal 

 
• Production will send the final 

orders to the printer 
 
• Make any design changes needed 

to the books 
 
• Deliver the books to the children! 



Book Formats 

Board Books Paperbacks Flaps 



Book Formats (novelty) 

Tactiles/die cut Shaped board Lift the Flap 



Customisation 
 



Introduction of Reading Tips 



As of June 2018, the programme has delivered 2.6m 
books to children across the UK since the beginning in 

2008! 
 

2016 2017 2018 

By the end of 2018, PRHC will have printed and delivered over 

480,000 books throughout the year for the Imagination Library 
 



Imagination Library 

Book Selection Panel  
Ailsa Leggott  
Development Officer  
Community and Family Engagement 
Participation and Achievement 
North Lincolnshire Council  
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North Lincolnshire  
Imagination Library  

5th Birthday Celebrations 
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“Through the Imagination 

Library, we have raised 
significant awareness of the 
importance of sharing books and 
reading with children. Reading 
for pleasure has been revealed 
as the most important indicator 
of the future success of a child.”  
Cllr Rob Waltham, Leader of 
North Lincolnshire Council 

The council invests over £200,000 in 
the Imagination Library  



Aims  
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 How the Book Selection 
Panel operates over the 
two days 

 

 What we are looking for 
in a title 

 

 Adding value to the 
books 

 

 

 

 

 



Who are the panel?  
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 Colin Brabazon  

Library and Information 
Services Manager, 
Learning, Skills and Culture 
North Lincolnshire 

 Brenda McMullen  

Primary School Principal 
from Belfast, Northern 
Ireland 

 Catriona Wallace  

Head of Early Years, 
Scottish Book Trust 

 



Inspiration & Imagination 
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Love of reading and learning; regard for 
diversity of people, their roles, culture, and 
environment; promotion of self-esteem and 
confidence, appreciation of art and aesthetics 
 
Each series of books should contain certain 
characteristics specific to its age 
appropriateness  



Making every book count! 
Children from Birth to 5 Years 
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Guidance for the panel  
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• Age Appropriate 
Book Placement 

• Imagination 
Library: 
Composition 
Themes and 
Categorized 
Concepts - Ideas  



So what do the children think? 
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Imagination Library Feedback 
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Some of our 
parents’ 

comments about 
The Imagination 

Library 



Day One 
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• Read through all  
the new books 
presented for 
2018 

 

• Approve those 
which could go in 
the selection 



Day Two 
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• Decide on appropriate 
groups for the ‘yes’ titles 

 
• Review 2018 book 

selections 
 
• Integrate newly selected 

titles into appropriate 
groups 
 



Ta Dah!!  
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Adding Value 

The Dolly Parton trust 
promotes North 
Lincolnshire as a model of 
excellence.  It is the 
highest achieving UK 
programme since the 
launch in February 2013 
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Growing the North Lincolnshire 
Imagination Library  
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Share and celebrate the stories 
of the children and their 
families 



Imagination Library 
The Journey to Parental Partnership 
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Lead Champions 

S A F E  |  W E L L  |  P R O S P E R O U S  |  C O N N E C T E D  

Over 254 Lead 
Champions have 
been trained 
across North 
Lincolnshire.  

We have trained 
Lead Champions 
in other 
authorities.  



Book Chatter Sessions 
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Book Chatter Diaries 
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Some of the most magical 
moments with your child, start 
when you sit down together to 
share a book - from the moment 
they first grasp a page; to the 
time they request their favourite 
book again and again!  

Please share some of your 
Imagination Library Magical 
moments by adding your 
pictures and comments to our 
diary. 
 
 



Valuing the Books 
Displays 
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Imagination library Workshops 
& Drop In Sessions 
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To maximise the 
potential of the 
Imagination Library 
books in order to 
develop communication 
and literacy skills. 

 

To further develop 
parent partnership and 
the home learning 
environment. 



Story telling with props,  
actions and songs 
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Fun Things To Do!  
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Monthly Book Ideas 
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Imagination Library Forum 
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“I have been developing our Foundation stage 
shared area into a 'reading area' with a focus on 
imagination Library. Can't wait for the 
parents/carers and children  to access it at our 
weekly stay and read sessions” 

• SLACK is a invitation only social 
media communication sharing 
tool, that allows us to instantly 
keep in contact and update and 
support our IL Champions.  



For More Information 
www.northlincs.gov.uk/imagination-library   
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http://www.northlincs.gov.uk/imagination-library
http://www.northlincs.gov.uk/imagination-library
http://www.northlincs.gov.uk/imagination-library


Bookbug:  

Bringing books to life  

scottishbooktrust.com 



scottishbooktrust.com 

Bookbug Programme   

• Encourages parents and children 
to share books together from 
birth 

• Bookbug bags 

• Gaelic, Scots 

• Additional support needs 

• Bookbug Sessions 

• Library Challenge 

• Outreach and training 

 

• Every local authority and health 
board in Scotland 

 

• Funded by the Scottish 
Government  
 



scottishbooktrust.com 

Imagination Library in Scotland 

• All Looked After Children between 

birth and 5 are eligible 

• Funded by the Scottish Government  

• All 32 local authorities participate 

• Includes children 

– in residential care 

– looked after by kinship carers 

– looked after by foster carers 

– looked after at home 

– adopted 

• Approximately 2,344 children 

receiving books every month 



scottishbooktrust.com 

Imagination Library in Scotland 

• CD in Bookbug Toddler 

bag – Dolly track! 

 

• Training for social workers 

and other practitioners who 

work directly with families 

 

http://scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/resources/songs-

rhymes/bookbug-toddler-cd  
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scottishbooktrust.com 

Impact of Bookbug 

Evaluation highlighted 

• The cumulative impact of getting the 

books/resources and taking part in 

activities which model good practice 

• Children’s responses can be a strong 

motivating factor 

• Once they get going, parents love the 

time spent looking at books with their 

children, but still need support 

especially if they are “time squeezed” 

or have other barriers to reading. 

 http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/bookbug/working-with-bookbug/bookbug-

outreach/bookbugs-impact  
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scottishbooktrust.com 

Voice and facial expressions 
Your voice is the most 

important tool when telling 

a story. 

Think about: 

• Pitch 

• Tone 

• Volume 

• Rate 



scottishbooktrust.com 



scottishbooktrust.com 



scottishbooktrust.com 

‘A terrific book matters to us as human beings. If a 

book makes children laugh, cry, squeal, shiver or 

wriggle and jiggle in some way, it takes up 

residence in their hearts and stays there.’ 

Mem Fox 

 



Thank You 

scottishbooktrust.com 
    /bookbugsbt             @Bookbug_SBT 

 

bookbug@scottishbooktrust.com 


