FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

OREGON

IMAGINATION LIBRARY OF OREGON CELEBRATES MILESTONE:
4 MILLIONTH BOOK MAILED IN THE STATE

Salem, Oregon — 2/26/2025 — Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library of Oregon, a leading early
literacy nonprofit dedicated to ensuring young children have access to books at home, proudly
announced today that it has mailed its 4 millionth book in Oregon, marking a major milestone
in its mission to inspire a love of reading.

This accomplishment reflects years of collaboration between community partners, libraries,
educators, and advocates who know that early access to books can profoundly shape a child’s
future. In May of 2024 the State of Oregon launched the statewide expansion of the Imagination
Library, offering matching funds to strengthen the work of local partners and boost both
coverage and enrollment. As a result, in April 2025 the program reached full statewide
coverage. Now, in 2026, more than one-third of the 4 million books mailed, 1,394,648 in total,
have been mailed since the state joined the effort.

“It has been my joy to partner with the Imagination Library to get more books in the hands of
kids by hosting read alouds across the state,” said Oregon First Lady, Aimee Kotek Wilson, of
the many library events she has participated in to build awareness for this free resource for
Oregon families. “Supporting early literacy initiatives like this is an investment in the bright future
of our entire state.”

Started in 1995 by Dolly Parton, the Imagination Library was inspired by her father, who could
not read or write—and by her belief that if you can read, you can do anything. The program first
arrived in Oregon in 2007. It gifts free, high-quality, age-appropriate books directly to children
and their families from birth to age 5. Research consistently shows that children who grow up
with books in the home are more likely to develop critical literacy skills and succeed
academically.

“Oregon is choosing to be architects of the future. This achievement represents 4 million
opportunities for families to share a story, spark imagination, and build early language and
literacy skills,” said House Majority Leader Ben Bowman, who has championed the Imagination
Library in the legislature. “Over time, these small, consistent interactions lay the groundwork for
kindergarten readiness—and they help our youngest kids fall in love with reading.”

Early literacy remains a pressing issue in Oregon, where many children enter kindergarten
without foundational skills. By delivering books directly to families, the Imagination Library of
Oregon helps remove barriers related to cost and access, levelling the playing field and
empowering families.



“Each book mailed is a reminder to families that they are supported, valued, and equipped to be
their child’s first and most important teachers,” said Department of Early Learning and Care
Director, Alyssa Chatterjee. “Over time, shared reading moments become routines, and those
routines become habits that support school readiness and academic success.”

As the Imagination Library of Oregon looks ahead, the organization remains committed to
expanding its reach, strengthening partnerships, and ensuring that every child in Oregon has
the opportunity to build their own personal library. Currently, 35% of all children under age 5 in
the state are already enrolled, in many regions that number is over 50%. With sustained
community support and strategic growth, the program will continue building a stronger
future—one child, one book, and one personal library at a time.

For more information about the Imagination Library of Oregon or to enroll a child, visit
imaginationlibrary.com/oregon.
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